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HVNL Amendment Package
What is to change in the updated law and regulations ?

Enhanced flexibility & safety

▪ Enhanced, opt-in NHVAS with more flexibility and scalable Safety Management System
▪ Regulator empowered to develop new Alternative Compliance Options
▪ Expanded driver duty: must not drive if unfit for any reason (harmonise with WHS)

Increased productivity 

▪ Increase General Mass Limits (GML) to the limits that currently apply under Concessional Mass 
Limits (CML). 

▪ Expand Euro VI concessions to road trains (to max 7.0t steer axle mass).
▪ Increase the length limit for vehicles from 19 metres to 20 metres.
▪ Amend the tow mass ratio and associated conditions for tag trailers.

More effective regulation & governance

▪ New National Audit Standard to reduce need for multiple audits
▪ Regulator to develop Codes of Practice for clearer, practical guidance

Simpler & fairer compliance

▪ Simplified work diary requirements
▪ Broader use of formal warnings for minor breaches
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PHASED 
TRANSITION  KEY CHANGES 

 From modular compliance-based 
scheme to a tiered performance-based 
scheme

 General Safety Accreditation (GSA) will 
form mandatory base level tier

 Must comply with approved SMS 
standards

 Alternative Compliance Accreditation 
(ACA) will be available if GSA is present 
and complies with the SMS standards

 ACA provided for mass and fatigue.

 Bespoke ACA can be proposed

Transition from NHVAS to HVA

PHASED TRANSITION

 Transition from NHVAS to HVA is phased rather 
than immediate.

 Existing NHVAS operators will not be required 
to transition on 1 August 2026. 

During the transition period:

 NHVAS and HVA will operate side by side - 
operators can be accredited in one scheme.

 NHVAS accreditations remain valid until expiry

A key focus is ensuring operators can continue 
to utilise their NHVAS accreditation whilst 
preparing to meet new scheme requirements.



HVNL Forward Work Program
Consultation underway with industry and governments

Potential areas of focus

▪ Maintaining and updating the HVNL through a more regular 
update cycle

▪ Completing outstanding work from the current reform process 
including height, B-double length

▪ Further improving productivity and access, including vehicle 
design, mass, dimensions and network access

▪ Supporting safety and compliance, including fatigue, 
accreditation and assurance frameworks

▪ Enabling technology and innovation, including emerging vehicle 
technologies

▪ Rigorous maintenance process



Moving to a forward-looking cost base

Calculates heavy vehicle charges cost 
recovery target on basis of forecasts rather 
than historical expenditure.

Key benefit is a smoother revenue 
requirement, making heavy vehicle charges 
more stable over time.

Capital costs recovered over the life of the 
asset rather than up-front.

Three-year pricing period provides greater 
certainty.

Once in place, will consult on priorities for 
future development – the current proposal is a 
starting point, but not the final destination.
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